[Pathophysiology of the burn wound].
The thermal injury produced by the first, second and third degree burn is defined. The degree of thermal damage is characterised by the zones of coagulation, stasis and hyperaemia. The zone of coagulation is definitely lost and the pathophysiological changes in the zone of hyperaemia are spontaneously reversible. The zone of stasis although not immediately destroyed converts to necrosis during the first week after injury owing to a fatal combination of several factors. The healing of a burn wound proceeds from the zone of hyperaemia and follows the same course as in a surgical wound. Modifications of the healing process are produced by the graded nature of the thermal injury and by the presence of coagulated tissue acting as a foreign body. Attempts to reduce the secondary tissue loss concentrate on the zone of stasis the damage to which is considered as potentially reversible. Therapeutic measures positively influencing the pathophysiological processes in a burn wound are discussed.